Year 11 Double Lesson Plan
Topic: Learning about basic composition and arranging and the Sibelius software

Objectives: On completing this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Apply and understand melody writing techniques

2. Recognize the difference between and uses of composition and arranging
3. Create a basic Sibelius score (piano only)

4. Write out a melody over a very simple chord pattern

Students’ Prior Knowledge: Students have not been introduced to Sibelius or composing in the past, but have touched on film music and song writing.

Method: 

1. Display some different examples of composed/arranged pieces (via YouTube or other ICT) to inspire creativity and motivation
2. Discuss with the class their observations of difference between original and arranged examples.

3. On the whiteboard, set up an 8-bar section with 3 staves (melody in the top, chords in middle and bass on the bottom) and demonstrate and explain composition of a melody over a simple chord progression using only C Major.

4. Set the same task for the students to complete on their own, allowing 5-10 minutes to write out a simple melody (with chords if time allows).

5. Collect the compositions of the students and play some of them on the piano to hear what they sound like.  Discuss with the students whether it sounded like they thought it would or not.
6. Moving to the IT room, introduce Sibelius.  Explain its use and purpose.

7. Demonstrate the basic mechanics of Sibelius by doing another small composition (8 bars), but this time on the computer (using a projector if possible so that the students can see and understand what is being done).

8. Split the class into small groups and set them a 16-bar composing task, but this time using Sibelius instead of writing it on paper, and this time in F Major.  Allow 15-20 minutes.

9. If time allows, get some printed off and play them on the piano back in the classroom.  Get feedback from the students.

Extension

Students can try composing in different keys.

Explore Sibelius some more

Start experimenting with more difficult rhythms within the melody writing

Resources: Piano, Sibelius, projector, whiteboard

Evaluation: How effective the melodic content is, how interested the students are in the work
